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A i f io * The trend estimate of the balance on goods and services recorded a surplus of 
f i my : , . ; - . 
! \ / y \ i ; | $7 1m in March 1997, showing litle change since November 1996. This is the 
a | 
} | | thirteenth consecutive surplus on this balance. 
| | 
y | | 500 " Exports of goods and services, in trend terms, increased $71m., or 0.8% from 
\v \ February 1997 to March 1997, continuing the upward trend since September 
100 1996. Imports of goods and services, in trend terms, increased $68m, or (1.8% 
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from February i997 to March 1997, continuing the upward movement since 
1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 


August 1996, 


QUEENSLAND 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, BRISBANE 
* Ali groups index was 121.5 for March quarter 1997, increasing 1.6% from March 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, 
ALL GROUPS, BRISBANE 


"30 quarter 1996. 
~~ bree UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
fo = Remained stable, in trend terms, at 9.8% for April 1997, For females, in trend 
as “ 110 terms, decreased 0.1 percentage point to 9.1% for April 1997. For males, in trend 


trems, increased 0.1 percentage point to 10.3% for April 1997 
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The number of employed persons, in trend terms, 
was 1,545,000 in April 1997, increasing 1.4% from 
April 1996. Fulltime employment for males 
decreased for the sixth consecutive month, 
recording a decrease of 2.0% from April 1996 to 
Apol 1997, Female full-time employment increased 
1.4% for the same period. Part-lime employment 
coninued to rise for both males and females, with 
increases of 9.5% and 8.1%, respectively, frorn April 
1996 to April 1997. 


Retail trade turnover in Queensland, in trend terms, 
increased for the fourth consecutive month, 
recording $1,903.2m in March 1997, This was an 
increase of 3.3% from the March 1996 figure. 


Total dwelling units approved in Queensland, in 


trend terms, totalled 3,074 in March 1997, 
increasing 3.2% from February 1997 and 21.0% from 
March 1996. 
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MAJOR INDICATORS—Australia 
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE :N GOODS AND SERVICES, Summary 


EMPORTS 20. eeee cece eee cece teen e nee reee ee neraee IMPORTS. oo. ee cece eee eee eee eee teeter eee e eee eae 
initer- 
Total Total mediate 
Balance on — goods Non- goods Con- and 
Goods and and Total Rural rural! Total and Total sumption Capitai other Total 
Month services services  gocds foods goods services services goods goods goods goods sendices 
TREND ($ million) 
1996 
December 61 8516 6451 1358 4593 2065 B 455 G 558 1753 1547) 3258 1 ao7 
i997 
January a7 8625 6 530 1 903 4627 2095 8558 6640 1764 1583 3293 1918 
February 68 8715 6591 1941 466G 2124 8647 a7O5 1775 1613 3328 1941 
March 71 8786 6639 1978 46612 2447 8715 6750 1788 1636 3226 1965 
% CHANGE FROM CORRESPONDING PERIOD OF PREVIOUS YEAR 
1997 
March 7 44 2.8 5.4 1.8 9.5 3.9 249 g.0 472 3.8 7.4 


ee 


BALANCE 
ON 
CURRENT 
ACCOUNT FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN AUSTRALIA‘... EXCHANGE RATE LEVELS*.............cccccecaceeener 
TREND... ORIGINAL 2.0... ...ccceeecceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenees ORIGINAL 20... . cc cece eee ece cee c ca cceeeeensanesstagaeeens 
Official Non-offleia! Net foreign debt SUS/$A Yer Ba Trade-weighted index” 
Quarter 3m $m am $m 
i i i i i a 
1996 
March ~4 810 78 375 352 028 186 331 0.7563 79.83 56.8 
June -4 491 78125 359 414 187 535 0.7918 85.12 56.1 
September -4 459 80 636 364 535 196 042 0.7884 85.92 56.5 
December —4 830 &4 787 376 588 202 387 0.7953 89.72 o.4 
% CHANGE FROM CORRESPONDING PERIOD OF PREVIOUS YEAR 
1997 
September . 5.8 @.5 a6 6.4 23.2 a7 
December . 4.8 8.0 8.6 6.2 18.2 10.2 


) At and of period. ‘Source: Reserve Bank of Australia. 7 Base: May 1970 = 100.0 
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AUSFRALIA—NATIONAL ACCOUNTS* 


Fina! consumption expenditure 


Private 


Quarter 


Pe 


1996 
March 65 359 
June 65 SOL 
September 66 O69 
December 66 278 
1996 
December 2.4 


Government 


18 O80 
18 062 
18 O15 
18 O66 


Gross fixed capital expenditure 


Private 


18 768 
i9 405 
19 968 
20 364 
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MAJOR INDICATORS—Australia continued 


Exports of imports of 
goods and Bonds and product — 
Public Services services Income based 


TREND ($ million) 


4748 25 O82 23 942 105 3218 
4622 25 475 24 534 106 170 
4487 25 727 25 039 106 908 
4407 25 854 25 488 107 520 


TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 


8.3 65 9.4 


3.0 


Gross non-farm = Gross damestic 


Product -- 


income based 


i i a i a oe ed 


109 088 
108 971 
110 78e 
11i 471 


i ee a ae a a ae 


3.2 


i ee ee ee ee ee ee ae ay 


1996 
March 62 639 
June 65 164 
Septernber 65 943 
December 60 618 


ee ey 


17 409 
18 569 
17 914 
18 452 


17 O61 
20 243 
19 836 
21 764 


ORIGINAL ($ million) 


4304 25 166 23 120 102 548 
6 093 25 084 24 206 105 264 
3585 26 628 25 900 106 398 
4328 26 610 26 092 111 650 


ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 


1996 
December 2.3 
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AUSTRALIA—NATIGNAL ACCOUNTS' 


Gross domestic product . average 


Quarter $m 


ee ee ee ee ee a cre a 


1996 
March 108 O78 
June 108 860 
September 1069 436 
December 109 851 


Pe  ) 


1996 
December 27 
1996 
March 103 892 
June 107 324 
September 107 923 
December 117 910 


ovb dae ke sea ee 


1996 
December 3.6 


| At average 1986-90 prices. 
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AAS = 


a nD 


was 


COMPOSITE LEADING INDICATOR? 


4.0 7.2 12.3 


Deviation from jong-term trend 


% 


$m 


TREND 


5 989 
5 77a 
5 8a5 
6141 


TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 


-3.8 


ORIGINAL 
0.46 5 536 
0.08 4795 
O.17 6129 
0.29 7674 


ee ee ee ee ea 


ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 


6.4 


* See explanatory note 5, page 19. 
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COMPANY PROFITS 
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1307.45 


105 424 
107 806 
109 103 
119 502 
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GROSS STATE 


FINAL CONSUMPTION GROSS FIXED STATE FINAL PRODUCT-— 

EXPENDITURE ee CAPITAL EXPENDITURE" DEMAND* INCOME BASED 
Quarter Prvate Gevernment Private Purtlie 
i i 2 ee es ay 


TREND ($ million) 


1996 
March 10 98a 2 807 3362 1 105 28 322 17 665 
June 11 080 2877 3558 1070 18585 17 897 
September 11 134. 2 876 3775 a76 18 761 18126 
December 11173 2 884 2957 Se4 18 B98 18 326 
i i i i i i i a i ee ee ec 
TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year} 
1996 
December 28 1.9 18.5 -19.0 4.2 5.0 
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GRIGINAL ($ million} 


1996 
March 10 580 2774 3022 980 1¥ ab6 17 723 
June 10 898 2 997 3647 1457 18 96o 17 938 
September 11 146 2 806 3800 To? 18 539 18 O47 
December 11 741 2972 4250 865 19 828 18 393 


ee ee ee ae ec ea ans 


ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year 
1996 
December 2.6 5.8 20,4 -12.4 5.7 6.2 


PPA H HH eH EE HSS t PP STS HEEAR EH ETAERe PRESET AR RRR Re eRe SARE TREK 


PRIVATE NEW CAPITAL EXPENDITURE. ...........ccccce eee eeee cece eeeeseuas 
Quarter Building and structures Equipment, plant and machinery Tota! 
ee ee Dae ea Rt Re Re Re ee A RE ee ee ee 


TREND ($ million) 


1996 
March 362 1012 1 374 
June ATg 1081 2 a0 
Septernber 602 1084 1 686 
December FOT - 1110 . oe _is16e -_ 


i i ee ans 


TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1996 
December 121.2 12.4 34,9 


i i lh i i i ee a ee 


ORIGINAL ($ million) 


f 1996 

: March 256 927 1177 
June 590 1218 1 808 
September 592 1049 1640 
December 738 4 080 i a2 


ee a ce ec a ae ee a a) 


ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year} 
1956 
December 110.9 16.8 42.5 


* At average 1989-90 prices. 
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MAJOR INDICATORS—Queensland continued 
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TOTAL BUSINESS 


NAMES REGISTERED* BANKRUFTCIES? INTERSTATE TRADE" 
Exports imperts 
Quarter No. Ne. $m $m 
1956 
March 175 942 1052 1516 3115 
June 176 658 Lost 1 668 3395 
September 176 668 1225 1628 3372 
December 178 440 4156 1479 3478 
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% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 


1996 
September 1g 45.5 2.0 0.7 
December 2.3 29.2 a2 O21 
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FOREIGN TRADE... 


Exports Impovts 

Month $m sm 
i ee 
1996 

December 1114 7t4 
1997 

January S57 734 

February 1 096 682 

March 1064 76 
Ce ee a ee ee 

% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 

1387 

February i7.4 5.9 

March 20.4 1.6 


’ Stock atend of period. Source: Office of Consumer Affairs. 
? Source: Commonwealth Attorney-General's Department, 


? Source: Queensland Government Statistician. 
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PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION 
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AUSTRALIA—INDEXES OF MANUFACTURING GROSS PRODUCT? 


Food, beverages Testifies, clothing, Chemicals, petroleum WWetar Machinery and 
Quarter and tebacca footwear and leather and coal Bendurts, equipment Ad groups 
TREND 
1996 
March 105.6 33,7 113.4 oa2 119.5 106.3 
June 104.5 B27 114.5 99.6 123.2 105.6 
September 104.5 84.5 113.9 99.8 124.8 105.5 
December 105.4 27.2 112.8 99.4 224.2 105.2 
ie Aa ty ee AT AR AR Aree RN NA RP eee eee re 
TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1996 
December 0.8 0.5 1.9 La 8.5 La 
i ee ee DPR PAN Awa Re ae a ed hh ae 
ORIGINAL 
1996 
March 102.6 78.5 112.7 65.8 144.2 401.41 
June 99.5 73.4 116.0 93.9 122.7 102.6 
Septernber 103.9 88.5 114.3 107.3 131.7 109.2 
December 415.3 80.5 1174.0 95.2 125.7 169.0 
tes ee i i “ oo ra i ee . ra sey S e wos Seow town 
ORIGINAL (% change fram corresponding period of previous year) 
1996 
December a9 0.3 2.4 -1.6 6.7 
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QUEENSLAND—SHORT-TERM ACCOMMODATION 


LIGENSED HOTELS, MOTELS WITH FACILITIES 


ey EH DER Re ESSERE RH Hee a eee 


SELF CONTAINED UNITS, FLATS AND HOUSES 


Roonts Roam nights Aoom occupancy Takings from Units Unit nights Unt oacuoancy Takings fron 
available oecupled rate accommodation avaiable occupied rate accommodation 
Quarter ‘000 ‘OOO i $m ‘O00 000 % $m 
ee re errs wate 
1996 
March 42.7 2-269 5S.7 227.1 18.9 - 1-001 54.5 66.8 
June 43.7 2278 57.6 218.2 18.8 846 49.4 52.6 
September 43.5 2617 65.5 252.9 19.4 1259 TO.7 80.8 
Decernber 44.4 2 557 62.7 262.6 20.2 1142 61.7 81.6 
i a i i i ie eo i a a 2 2 2 a ce 


% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 


1996 
September 3.8 0.8 4.3 
December 5.2 44 6.9 


* At average 1989-90 prices. Base: 1980-90=100.0. 
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5.4 
7.2 


11.3 
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PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION continued 
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QUEENSLAND... Pe nn acne een eds e ese n ede t ee EEE EESOPE Oa eunSssstsedynnnnneuaceecnennnnne 
MINERAL 
MINERAL PRODUCTION oc cccccccceeesuesaue tee sceeseueteececeseeeeees EXPLORATION 
Bisex coat 
saleable)’ Conper? Gotd* TotaF 
Quarter ‘O03 tonnes 000 tonnes ‘OOO kz $m sm 
a i ee ee] 
1996 
March 22 084.0 647 6.49 1363.0 40.9 
June 23 755.0 73.6 6.7 2 407.0 56.9 
September 23 945.0 83.4 6.3 1336.0 38.2 
December 25 277.0 75.1 7.3 1 368.0 43.0 
a A es 
% CHANGE (fram corresponding period of crewous year) 
1996 
September -6.8 31.9 2.8 -8.2 -22.6 
December 15.8 19.5 -13.5 -2.7 ai 
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QUEENSLAND... eee eee eee cca necee acess eesti esse everaeetsigratsareeteeetnrseineritnne ccc 
RETAIL TRADE TURNOVER NEW MOTOR VE4ICLE REGISTRATIONS? 
Passenger vehicles Total 
Month $m No, No. 
TREND 
1996 
December 1853.3 8106 10 230 
1997 
January 1 865.8 8 246 10 400 
February 1881.7 8 384 10 566 
March 1 963.2 §585 10 822 
TREND (% change from corresponding period: of previous year)- 
1997 
February 2.6 2.1 2.3 
March 3.3 3.0 3.2 
i i i a es § 
ORIGINAL 
1996 
December 2316.4 8 502 10 544 
1997 
January 1 897.4 6 S71 8552 
February 1 666.1 7 832 9 823 
March 1 904.9 & 564 10 619 
ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1897 
February -11 og 1.4 
March 2.5 -1.3 -3.4 
* Source: Queensland Coal Board, * Source: Queenstand Department of Mines and Energy. 


* Excluding motor cycles, mobile equipment and traifers, 
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LABOUR AND DEMOGRAPHY—Queensland 
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATE..........:00.c0 cs ceeeeees bhbberes PARTICIPATION RATE........055 
Persons aged 15 
Males Fernales Persons to 19 years Males Females Persons 
Month oh a oO % 3 % 
TREND 
1997 
January 98 9.5 g.7 na. 74.3 55,0 64.5 
February 10.0 9.4 a7 ra. 74.1 55.0 64.5 
March 10.2 9.2 G5 ra, 73.9 55.0 64.4 
April 10.3 91 98 ra. 73.7 55.0 64.3 
a 
ORIGINAL 
1997 
January 11.1 10.7 11.0 26.6 74.6 53.9 64.1 
February 10.4 10.5 10.7 2a.8 743 56.9 66.0 
March 11.3 9.6 10.6 24.1 74,1 55.2 64.6 
April 10.3 9.1 a8 20.7 737 54.9 64.2 


i | 


PERSONS IN 
THE LABOUR 
EMPLOYED PERSONS....0.... 0. ceeeeeeeeee eee ee ee teen eeeee tenia UNEMPLOYED PERSONS... FORCE 
FULL-TIME........... PART-TIME... a TOTAL 
Month Males Females Males Females Persons Males Femafes Persons 
LS i ss i i es i a ie i i ie a 
TREND (‘000) 

1997 
January Tt6.7 att. 102.2 257.9 1543.7 G6.8 69.9 165.7 1706.4 
February 773.2 375.9 103.6 291.5 1544.2 97.4 6.4 166.6 1710.7 
March 768.7 375.3 105.0 294.6 1444.5 98.9 68.2 187.1 171416 
April 766.5 374.9 106.5 297.1 + 545.0 99.9 87.1 167.0 1712.0 

TRENE (% change from corresponding period of previaus year) 

1957 . ; . 

April -2,0 1.4 9.5 a1 Ld 13.3 L7 3.4 2.0 
ORIGINAL (OOO) 

1997 
January 770.8 375.1 99.3 267.7 1513.0 109.1 77.3 186.4 1699.4 
February 773.9 376.6 97.1 263.1 1540.6 405.7 787 184.5 1725.1 
March 756.6 374.4 109.0 295.6 1 535.6 110.4 71.3 181.8 1717.4 
April 7624 369.8 109.0 201.4 1542.6 100.6 87.4 167.9 1710.5 

ORIGINAL [% change from corresponding period of previous year) 

1997 

April -2.1 2.0 1.7 3.0 1.8 a3 3.5 3.2 19 


i ee ee ee 


12 ABS. ECONOMIC INDICATORS, QUEENSLAND + 1807.3 + MAY 42997 


Et 
i 


LABOUR AND DEMOGRAPHY—Queensland continued 
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INDUSTRY OF EMPLOYED PERSONS...... 


Accom. Property Government Health 
Wholesale  nmtodation, Transport Finance and adminis- and 
Manufact- and cafés and = and and business tration and community 
Mining — uring Construction retail trade restaurants storage insurance sevices defence Education services Other Total 
Quarter ‘000 ue.nle) ‘200 ‘000 ‘G00 000 ‘O00 "000 ‘DOO ‘0G0 ‘080 ‘000 ‘000 
a ee ce a a a es us ed Seba eee ee eg ee a ed 
1996 
May 219 173.8 123.0 323.3 76.0 86.7 48.1 137.0 66.7 112.5 137.5 217.5 1524.0 
August 19.7 165.4 128.8 326.1 81.8 a7.3a 468.9 138.2 62.1 1O7.8 129.6 222.9 1526.6 
November 20.6 168.8 129.9 328.6 86.3 a3.9 an 147.6 65.3 108.6 147.4 215.4 1650.1 
1997 
February 15.3 171.8 127.1 334.6 88.6 60.5 45.7 140.7 60.2 106.0 138.2 2160 1540.7 
a SO 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
February -2.5 6.4 a7? 3.6 20.9 11.2 1.6 4.9 —2.8 5.1 1.2 3.2 1.8 
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EMPLOYED WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS 


PRIVATE GOVERNMENT ........ ce ecccccececscceeceerraceccceceeceecccnrersens 
Total Commonweattht State Local Total 
Month ‘Ooo ‘000 ‘OOO ‘00a ooo 
a a a a 
1994 
December 719.4 ATS 193.4 32.7 273.6 
i995 726.6 45.7 186.1 32.7 264.6 
January 
February 740,41 45.4 1917 33.4 270.4 
7 March 741.6 45.5 193.1 33.8 272.4 
i 
i a i i i i ee i Oe a ee eT eee AD 
% CHANGE (fram corresponding period of previous year) 
1995 
March 6.38 13 -1.4 o3 0.6 


FE OTR Hee ESET ET ERR ERK ETRE RE REDE REESE ER ER ERE HEE 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 


(full-time adult} JOB VACANCIES OVERTIME... cece ae cece eae 
Males Females Average weekly hours per employee 
Quarter $ 3 ‘Goo Hours 
a rc 
1896 
February 650.30 554.30 72 1.06 
May 662.00 553.70 7.3 1.20 
August 665.60 569,80 9.0 0.97 
Novernber 679.00 579,80 a0 40+ 
SPER PDAS oe a Ree RO RR OR OR LOE eee eee ba 
% CHANGE (from corresponding quarter of previous year} 
1996 
August 3.8 4.3 -3.2 -10.2 
November a9 5.1 32.4 3.8 


PRR S ATR eT Sea HO THOS HEATH AE EERE TATE ETRE TAPER ETRE APO TV RTE ETAT AE STARE TPA TEED O EEE ROA OE SORES 
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LABOUR AND DEMOGRAPHY—Gueensland continued 


PISA KR EET RESPEC ERE T THERE REE EE SRR RHETT ARERR TEE ERE EE TH GH 


ESTIMATED RESIDENT 


POPULATION POPULATION GROWTH DURING PERIOD... cece eee cece eee ee eae ee eee eee 
Net estimated Net estimated 
| Natural increase interstate migration overseas migration Tota! 
Quarter ‘800 Ne. No. No. Ne. 
1996 
December 3316.2 5 603 10 073 2 864 18 536 
1996 
March 3339.0 7 512 10975 4392 22 880 
june 3354.7 6151 6 682 2843 15 655 
September 3373.2 5901 7 948 4717 18 566 


i i ee 


% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1956 
Seotember 2.3 6.6 -18.9 6.4 4.7 


SSH ess SSS eeseS SCs tees SETH TS SRR CETERA eT RTEE EER ERE ES 


ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION AT 30 JUNE... ccccccceneeeeee eect e neem anne nena daa tetas 

Brisbane? Moreton’ Wide Bay-Burnett? Far North* Queensland 
Year ‘GOO ieee) 000 kel. 6) ‘000 
a ee il 
1992-93 1421.6 533.7 209.3 190.4 3 116.0 
1993-94 1454.4 558.7 216.1 195.7 3 196.1 
1994-95 1 488.9 584.2 222.5 200.9 3277.1 
1995-96 1525.5 606.0 227.7 206.0 3354.7 


BASF Res FFE REE REST TSE T HEHE BD ER SEEKER EHR THREE ETE EERE EH 


INGUSTRIAL DISPUTES AWARD RATES OF PAY INDEXES? SHORT-TERM OVERSEAS MOVEMENT 
FULL-TIME ADULT EMPLOYEES ARRIVALS DEPARTURES 
Working days fost Males Females . 
Month ‘00 Index No. index No. ‘000 ‘000 
1996 
November 7.6 146.5 150.0 137.4 139.2 
December 6.3 146.5 150.0 164.4 153.2 
1997 
January 4.7 146.5 150.2 151.4 144.8 
February nya. 146.5 150.2 143.3 125.8 


a ee ee i i a ie i i a le 


% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 


1997 
January - 1.5 15 9.5 12.4 
February . 1.5 1.5 4.2 5.0 


* Statistical Division. ? Base: June 1985 = 100.0. 


[ 
E 
e 
| 
I 
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SRR EHR ERE EE HESS SHR H HESS ERE TESTA HERES HRD HRR THERE R ERR BREE RHR ERRES 


BUILOING APPROVA: S 


New other Value of 
residential Total dwelling dwelling units 
Suildings units approved 
Noe. Na am 
4 Me ee avn ee eae 
634 2312 216.9 
661 2 239 213.3 
SE 2700 248.4 
G72 2 446 268.4 
WA A me ee 


BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION— Queensland 


% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previcus year) 


TREND... eee eeee cere ORIG: NAL 
Total 
, New houses dwelling units New houses 
Month Ne. No. Na. 
1996 
December 1924 2813 2619 
1997 
January 1945 2 886 1569 
February 1970 2978 1804 
Marc 1996 3074 1870 
1997 
March 08 21.0 -2.7 


DWELLING UNIT COMMENCEMENTS 


New other Value of new 
residential residential 
New houses buildings buiiding 
Quarter Ne, Na. $m 
| Co i ee 
, 1996 
March 4835 2 O42 666.0 
June 6 086 2147 $66.5 
September 5 691 2142 769.4 
December 6168 2147 8448.6 
1996 
September 7.0 BF -L.1 
December 2.4 37.8 19.2 


+ 


* 


95.6 17.5 


227 


ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 


Value of 
non-residential Value of work 
buffging commenced 
$m $m 
a ee a are _ + 
591.3 616.0 
731.0 622.4 
551.2 1175.7 
602.2 1046.8 


% CHANGE {fram corresponding period of previous year) 


ABS = 


Vale of 
non-residential 
buildings anproved 


8.4 


23.7 
ri] 


ECONOMIC INDICATORS, QUEENSLAND = 1207.85 


Total value of 
all building 
approved 


$m 


9.2 


PREP eee ete eH HERE eee Hee eee eee wee eee ED Sedat ere SPST ERR See ee SEE Ge 


ieee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee 2 ee er rr ee 


MAY Lag7T 


PRICE INDEXES 


tee eG FG eee eS Ee EEE SE TEER SHEE DEE REESE EEE HEE Ree Hee eee eee ee ee 


AUSTRALIA. ice e eee etree EDR ere re EDS n En nE aE EA EE EEE EE EGE SRE RE EOEOO AGERE SEES EOS SG4 csr panaeaeeaeateeeeuevavateneaegemaneaueauenes 
Articles produced by manufacturing industry’.............2.-.---cccecececeteseeesasssaratessacace Matevials used in manufacturing industry? Expert? Import? 
Food, Basic Petroleum Fabricated 
beverages metal and coal Transport = metat imported Domestic Alf 
Month and tobacco = products products equioment products All groups matefals materials materials All groups All groups 
i ee ee ee 7 
1996 
Novernber 126.9 101.5 136.3 121.8 120.5 121.5 LOo.7F 104.0 106.0 a0.8 108.7 
December 126.9 101.7 137.7 121.5 120.8 121.6 109.3 103.9 105.8 90.7 108.0 
1997 
January 127.1 102.8 138.9 122.1 120.9 123.0 108.8 105.9 107.2 91.6 108.8 
February 127.4 103.8 138.7 122.0 121.0 122.3 109.4 105.3 106.7 92.9 106.3 
was a “ ~ fo me oF - ee i a a ie i i i i i i i i i ee 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
February 0.5 5.5 o.1 6.2 14 0.6 7.8 —1.4 -3.8 -4.0 a7 


eee nee te eee er eee tee HR ERE R ET HEHE RARER ETE R eH e EeERH ERE BEERS EER HERG TE 


BRISBANE. 2220... cece cece cence eee ener e dened a sded stad eager et erareaseueeanes QUEENSLAND? 0. ce cece nee eeer eee 
Established Prices received Prices pat Partners’ terms 
Consumer PCO WN ccc ccceseercarsrararseseucsevatatavauasasavavatavanacacae house? by farmers* by farmers* of trade* 
Quarter Food Housing Transportation All groups 
sD a a ee ee 
1996 
June 117.8 412.5 132.4 120.4 AB?.t 105.2 127.5 84.3 
september LL? 112.4 122.2 120.6 137.5 104.4 129.0 80.5 
December 118.0 108.6 123.3 120-8 136.1 101.5 127.5 78.3 
1987 
March 119.8 106.4 124.4 121.5 nya. nye ny.d. nya 
oe i i i i i i ee oe o 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
March 2.4 5.4 3.2 1.6 heya. nya. nya. ry.a. 


UE CAR HERA HER HE TR AHH HEHE DEKH ATE SR RTE TAA DEERE TH TRE REE CH RE REE ee 


Materials used it buiding other than POMBE eee eee te eeeeeeees 


Manth All groups Structurat stes/ Reagy-mixed concrete All groups 
ee a PEER EE ON ERED REE EEE AERA UNE PA EN AUN SERENE EERE 
1996 
December 115.0 137.2 103.4 115.6 
1997 
January 115.1 136.1 103.4 115.7 
February 115.0 136.1 104.6 116.2 
March 116.0 136.1 104.7 116.5 
i i i i i ad 


% CHANGE (fram corresponding pericd of previcus yaar) 


18 


| Base: 1988-SG=100.0. 


* Base: 198&7-88=100.0. 


0.9 


? Base: 1989-90=100.0. 


0.6 


1.4 


* Source: Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics 


ee ee i 
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BANKING AND FINANCE 


RTA t HEH RAS Eee RH HHH ER STE HEE EERE SEH TEER SSH HEE RHEOKEEK HAR RHO EKER BERRH HE 


QUEENSLAN D—ALL BANKS)... ccc ccececeensanccecceeaees QUEENSLAND—BUILDING SOCIETIES........ceeeeeeeeeeee 
DEPOSITS le eceacee sce cc eve eee LOANS.,...... LENDING OPERATIONS........22. 2c ccccccceee cues eueeeeevanaaes 
Lending cammit- 
Term Other Total Other fending* Loans advanced ments unused Feceipts Withdrawals 
Month $m smi Sr. $m Sm Sm 3m $m 
MORON DW A en RRR ee A Ne RR ee a, ee a ] 
1996 
November 21 544 1a717 40 261 82 626 127.3 158.7 2977.2 2 909.0 
December 23 751 20 375 44 126 56 O83 61.6 84.3 926.3 o59.4 
1997 
January 23 562 20 650 44212 SY 163 62.0 93,2 SOLS 914.1 
February 23 420 20 873 44 203 o7 485 64.8 101.6 871.5 S60.7 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 
February 15.4 22.8 19.0 15.3 -54.2 46.8 -618 ~f17 


TRF RRS RHEE SHR RESTS AHR SARE RETESET HFEF RRR RAH KT ESE RRR KEE REDE 


QUEENSLAND—FINANCE COMMITMENTS 


PERSONAL... cccecscciceciceceeeseeeeeeeeeeeesuaueaseuseaeeasuecenenas COMMERCIAL. acececscseneenees 


ebbbbeaeeee LEASE 
Credit Finance Finance 
a AM banks cooperatives companies Other Total Alf banks companies Other Total Totat 

Month 3m sm $m $m $m arm $m sm Sm $m 
Se . Pew de RONAN ROR 
1996 

Novernber 353.9 33.2 87.6 19.3 494.0 1440.0 161.4 82.1 1684.4 127.3 

December 365.2 36.8 80.0 14.5 496.7 1208.0 153.5 124.1 1484.6 127.8 
1997 

January 384.0 37.0 86.0 12.3 519.3 1 363.0 140.9 50.8 1554.7 110.4 

February 398.6 40.1 78.3 14.2 531.8 41 060.3 141.1 80.8 1282.2 122.0 
RR A A Re eR NR Ee RR ER EARP A DAO RRO NE TREN EN AE 

% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 

1997 

February 117 1.2 22.6 35.2 : 2.2 _ Ba 88 ©. 25.6 24 -i.g 


PERSP ET SORE EHH REESE SET EAR RRA ERR ERERSS EERE STS SE HHRRESRRAR ERE ERHREDE 


QUEENSLAND—HOUSING FINANCE FOR OWNER OCCUPATION AUSTRALIA—INTEREST RATES 
Permanent Housing foans for 
All banks OuJding societies Other lenders Totat owner cocupation 
Month $m $m $m $m % 
a i ec a a a a aa a ry 
1396 
Novernber 586.2 618 72.9 719.8 a8 
December 560.5 4ag.4 65.4 665.3 2.3 
1997 
January 563.8 42.3 57.5 663.6 8.3 
February 636.1 52.9 7O.3 759.3 76 
i a 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
| 1997 
February 9.6 -63.7 4.2 -0.8 
* Source; Reserve Bank of Australia. * Including certificates of deposit. ? Excluding non-resident lending. 
. PRS R ORTON ATER SHER ETERS APRA EH ETAT AT VEE SEER TOE TEP EAT TRE TREAT OT HET AE TARA TRE TORE OK ES 
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BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS 


SFR R RTE HPS RETF T HARE TAERHRERKHEC HR RHR RE STH R RR ERE ERHRREKR ETS RRR RDS 


AUSTRALIA... ccc ecece eee ca ee ee ees Adee een ena eee eee seen teed needed bab sae eaeaunaeeeegeusaneenneusas QUEENSLAND 
TRADING EMPLOY- OPERATING INTERNATIONAL 
PERFORMANCE.......... INVESTMENT... MENT EXPENSES TRADE ........... SALES 
Selling 
Quarter Sales prices Profit Capital Stocks Jrmparts Exparts 


SHORT-TERM OUTLOOK—Expected aggregate change from the previous quarter (%) 


1996 
September 16 0.2 4.2 2.0 0.2 o3 1.3 2.7 2.8 1.4 
December 16 0.2 3.7 2.6 0.6 a3 1.4 1.4 28 12 
1997 
March o4 O41 -2.3 5.8 OL 0.4 a8 0.5 O68 -0.4 
June LG 0.3 7.8 3.4 -0.3 i” 1.0 5.9 1.6 14 
MEDIUM-TERM OUTLOOK—Expected aggregate change fram the corresponding quarter of the previous year (%} 
19957 
June 3.6 LS 13.5 1.1 0.4 O.5 2.2 28 6.2 3.6 
September 3.4 1.2 10.4 6.6 0.6 2.4 a6 47 2.5 
December 3.1 0.9 9.6 12 7 0.3 2.2 21 3.4 3.3 
1999 
March 2.9 0.9 12.2 3.2 03 0.5 1a 3.0 3.8 2.8 


SS ee bet FSR HF CHR ETH Dt REET TSR REE EE TERR EET EHP EPR RETR EER REESE EE BS 


AUSTRALIA. cece cece cere ee eee eee errr rere Peer tba etertbaegetatatenegeaemanaeseaees 

ACTUAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURE... cccceasccesceecceceeceeeenceeeeereueseseenneenes 

New buildings and structures Equisment, plant and machinery Total 
Perot $m $m $m 
1994-95 8430 25 692 34 321 
1995-96 i1srs 26 727 38 601 


hee PPR PH HR EEE THR ETAT eRe RE RE RET E ETH RR REE EEE 


AUSTRALIA. occccccccesceccscscsecececsevscsecsevstecsevacsecsseasevecsecseeeess veeeeees 


EXPECTED CAPITAL EXPENDITURE?. .. 0.0... cece eee cent teen rere eee ee 


Period New bufidings and structures Equipment, plant and machinery Total 
$m $m $m 

So oS do ) 

6 months to June 1997 775? 13 655 21413 

1996-97 14711 28 285 42 966 

1997-98 12 798 21 885 34 683 


) Not directly camparable with estimates of actual capital expenditure due to likely over/under realisation. 


ee 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 


ee ee ee a ee ee a 2 a a a es eF Pe tee te 


INTRODUCTION 1 This publication contains latest estimates for a comprehensive range of economic 
indicators. Statistics shown in this publication are the latest available at the date of 
preparation. In a number of cases figures appearing in this publication are preliminary 
and are subject to revision in subsequent issues. Reference should therefore always be 
made to the latest issue or to the statistical publicatton on the specific subject. 


SEASONAL ADJUSTMENT 2 Seasonal adjustment is a means of removing the estimated effects of normal seasonal 

AND TREND ESTIMATION variation from the series so that the effects of other influences on the series can be 
more clearly recognised. Seasonal adjustment does not aim to remove the irregular or 
non-seasonal influences which may be present in any particular month. This means that 
month-to-month movements of the seasonally adjusted estimates may not be reliable 
indicators of wend behaviour. 


3 The smoothing of seasonally adjusted series reduces the impact of the irregular 
components of the seasonally adjusted series and creates trend estimates. These trend 
estimates are derived by applying a 13-term Henderson-weighted moving average to all 
months except the last six. The last six monthly trend estimates are obtained by 
applying surrogates of the Henderson average to the seasonally adjusted series. Trend 
series are used to analyse the underlying behaviour of the series over time. 


4 While this smoothing techaique enables estimates to be produced for the latest 
month, it does result in revisions to the most recent months as additional observations 
become available. Generally, subsequent revisions become smaller and after 3 months 
have a negligible impact on the series. Revisons also occur as a result of the annual 
review of seasonal factors. 


5 Users may wish to refer to the ABS Publication: A Guide to Interpreting Time Series 
— Monitoring ‘Trends’, An Overview (1348.0) for more detailed information on 
smoothing seasonally adjusted time series data. 


COMPGSITE LEADING INDICATOR 6 The ABS has developed an experimental Composite Leading Indicator (CLI) which 
summarises the early signals contained in a selection of economic indicators. The CLI is 
calculated as a simple average of the short-medium term movements in eight indicators. 
On average during the 1970s and 1980s, the CLI led turning points in the GDP(A) 
growth cycle by around two quarters, but the lead time for individual peaks and troughs 
varied considerably. 


¥ Expansions and slow downs in activity are measured relative to the historical 
long-term trend; thus peaks and troughs in the CLI provide earty signals of turning 
points in the growth cycle, not signals of recessions and recoveries. 


RELATED PUBLICATIONS 8 Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of Publications 
and Products (1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, the Release 
Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released in the next few days. The 
Catalogue and Release Advice are available from any ABS office. 


UNPUBLISHED STATISTICS 9 As well as the statistics included in this and related publications, the ABS may have 
other relevant unpublished data available. Inquiries should be made to Information 
Inquiries on (07) 3222 6451 or to any ABS office. 


EFFECTS OF ROUNDING 10 Estimates have been rounded and discrepancies may occur between totals and sums 


of the component items. 


SYMBOLS AND OTHER USAGES n.d. not available 
n.y.4. not yet available 
not applicable 
— nil or rounded to zera 


i i i ee ee ee ee ee er a ere 
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Australian FOR MORE INFORMATION... 
Bureau of 


Statistics 
The ABS publishes a wide ranec of information on 


Australia’s economic and social conditions. A catalogue of 
publications and products is available from any of our 


offices (see below), 


INFORMATION CONSULTANCY SERVICES 
information tailored to special needs of clients can be 
obtained from the Information Consultancy Servicc 
available at ABS Offices (see below). 


ABS PRODUCTS ; 
A large number of ABS products is available from the ABS 
Bookshops (sec below}. The ABS also provides a 
subscription service — you can telephone the ABS 
Subscription Service Australia wide toll free 
on 1800 0206 08. 


ELECTRONIC SERVICES 
Alaree range of data is avatlable via on-line services, 
diskelic, magnetic tape, tape cartridge and CD ROM. For 
more details about our clectronic data services, contact any 
ABS office (see below) or e-mail us at: 


«  clienUservices(@abs.gov.au 


GENERAL SALES AND INQUIRIES 
# Sydney 02 9268 4611 # Adelaide 08 8237 7100 


# Melbourne 03 9615 7755 # Hobart 03 6222 5800 
« Brisbane 07 3222 6351 « Darwin 08 8943 2111 
# Perth 08 9360 5140 « Canberra 06 252 6627 


ms Information Services, ABS 
PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616 


2130730005971 
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